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Methodological approach

DiMPO draws from multiple methodological traditions within
information research. It adopts a multi-stage, transnational, mixed
methods methodolology for evidence-based study of scholarly practices

and digital needs across time, consisting of four consecutive stages.

Case studies

Scholarly practices
4 To elucidate questions of “why" and “how" in scholarly
b | b | 10 g 'd p h y practices and digital needs, DiMPO initiated a multiple
case studies project combining naturalistic inquiry with
qualitative interviewing and document analysis of
representative research projects using digital resources,
methods and tools. Benefiting from a DARIAH ERIC
grant, the Working Group is currently developing a

guide and research protocol based on pilot case studies.

Scoping

* Bibliographies
 Literature reviews
 Registries

DiMPO is building an online bibliography of research Understanding

publications on scholarly practices, and the use of
digital methods, services and tools in the arts and
humanities. The bibliography, coordinated by
University College Cork, is currently under
development using Zotero (http://www.zotero.org)
and hosts more than 300 citations from fields as
diverse as theoretical digital humanities, information
behaviour research, practice studies, science studies,
humanities informatics, epistemology, social
anthropology, and sociology of knowledge.

» Case studies
» Qualitative interviewing
* Document analysis

This activity is coordinated by the Digital Curation Unit,
IMSI-Athena RC, the Institute of Literary Research,
Polish Academy of Sciences, and the Centre for Digital
Humanities, Trinity College Dublin.

Conceptualizing Exploring

* Quantitative & statistics
 Questionnaire surveys
* Activity mapping

* Domain modeling
 Ontologies and schemas
» Knowledge organization

NeDIMAH Methods Ontology

The NeDiMAH Methods Ontology (NeMO) is a comprehensive

ontological model of scholarly practice in the arts and humanities, a
CIDOC CRM-compliant ontology which explicitly addresses the

European survey on scholarly practices
and digital needs in the human sciences
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. et . : 4 woals) (activit q mproved findablty of digal resources and needs in the human sciences is the outcome of
Interplay oI ractors or agency (actors and goals), process (activities an ‘gitization ot non-cigital ones are most highly value :
p Y g . y . g ) p Asked to rate the importance of different needs in a scale share third place with a score exceeding a score of COllabOr athe WOT k Of more than 20 EllI' Opean
methods) and resources (information resources, tools, concepts) ool bt At et f e, 5 . o
. f . h h 1 1 research rezc?urc;,sSor iat? lag tie 1m(})lst; irlnportant, wit?ga d(ilgi'tal inf(ria‘st;ucture‘s, tools or sogt‘w.ari, onlilned r esear Chers fr Om 14 lefer ent COuntr leS, WO r klng Wlthln
manl eSt ln t e SC O ar Y pro CeSS. was gr%nted togdiléitizl%t;on oi res}iagrchyres:);ufrces or data in\(;lizc?lgfolil rzzgizﬁtszrlsl;nfr Virgolrtlis}rll::s Sns DiMPO I t h a S b e en C e Si gn e d aS a multiregional
currently not in digital form y three out of four o h;):; idiegite;l hlilririar;izi;zrr:ee;[)h(;dz ::S(i ;;):ls . . |
NeMO incorporates existing taxonomies of scholarly methods and tools, R e - e 1: : :
other researchers, research groups and institutions, librarians are also valued, but with a lower score. 10 n gltudln al que Stlo nnalre Survey) tO b e ConduCted

such as TaDIRAH, the arts-humanities.net and Oxford taxonomies of
ICT methods, DHCommons, CCC-IULA-UPF and DiRT, through
appropriate mappings.

online across European countries and to be repeated
every few years.

The ontology has been developed by the Digital Curation Unit, IMIS- The first iteration of the survey (completed in March

Athena Research Centre, in collaboration with the Network for Digital
Methods in the Arts and Humanities (NeDiMAH).

2015) collected 2,177 responses by European

researchers in the human sciences.

Importance of digital infrastructure affordances. N= 2077
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